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1 APRIL 23, 2009
2 LUKE McCORMICK: Good morning.
3 AUDIENCE: Good morning.
4 LUKE McCORMICK: 1"m Luke McCormick.
5 I*m this year®s conference chair with the Great
6 Bend Fire Department, and on behalf of the City of
7 Great Bend and the Great Bend Fire Department, 1-°d
8 like to welcome you to the 121st Annual State
9 Firefighters®™ Conference. 1 hope everyone that
10 participated in the golf tournament yesterday had
11 a great time. We had great weather for 1t. It
12 was a really nice day for 1t and all of those that
13 took part in the hospitality room that Salina and
14 the Great Bend Fire Department hosted, 1 hope you
15 guys enjoyed yourself.
16 At this time we"re going to Introduce the
17 Honor Guard for the Great Bend Fire Department and
18 present the colors.
19 (Honor Guard introduced and Pledge
20 of Allegiance recited by all.)
21 LUKE McCORMICK: 1°d like to
22 Introduce Associate Pastor Chuck Smith with the
23 Foundry Methodist Church to provide this morning®s
24 invocation.
25 PASTOR SMITH: Thank you, Luke.
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1 Would you please join with me iIn prayer?

2 (Prayer recited.)

3 LUKE McCORMICK: Any of the guys

4 standing 1n the back that need a seat, there"s

5 several seats up here iIn the front. You can go

6 ahead and find one 1If you need to.

7 At this time I°d like to introduce our

8 City Administrator for the City of Great Bend,

9 Howard Partington.
10 HOWARD PARTINGTON: Good morning, and
11 welcome to Great Bend. On behalf of Mayor Mike
12 Allison and the entire Great Bend City Council, 1
13 formally want to welcome you at the start of your
14 conference to Great Bend.

15 I think one of the things that I"m most
16 proud of -- 1"ve been In Great Bend for 27

17 years -- is the people in our community that make
18 up the various departments within our city. |1

19 think one shining example is the committee that
20 put this conference together with Luke®s
21 leadership and the other people on the committee
22 and our entire department, and while there may be
23 those of you in the room that disagree with my
24 next statement, 1 feel i1It"s a very iImportant
25 statement. | think we have the best fire
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1 department in the State of Kansas and 1 really

2 think 1t"s a great fire and EMS group that we have
3 and 1*m very, very proud of them, but 1 know some
4 of you may disagree with that, but 1 certainly

5 feel that way.

6 In Great Bend we"ve been trying to do

7 some things over the last few years to make it a

8 community that people want to come home to. We

9 have concentrated on youth and you may see some of
10 the things that our youth have done in our
11 community. Our youth designed -- iIf you go up on
12 281 Highway, which we call Main Street, just

13 before you get to 24th Street and you"ll see a

14 railroad train there, but you®"ll also see in that
15 area a water park and that water park was designed
16 by the young people in our community. We went to
17 them and asked them what they would like. We were
18 going to build a lazy river and other things that
19 other communities have. They said we want an
20 interactive water park. We have that because the
21 7th and 8th graders said they wanted that. We
22 have a State Park because our kids said this is
23 what we want.
24 The first new building that this
25 community had built in over 30 years, besides
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1 maybe a maintenance shed or something, was the new
2 Fire Station No. 2, and when Mayor Allison,

3 represented here today, took over, he said we need
4 to do some things. We need a fire station. Well,
5 we built a new fire station out on the west

6 outskirts of our community and i1f you haven®t had
7 a chance to visit that -- this is one of the

8 things we said, this needs to be the first

9 building we burld In our community In many years.
10 One of the things the firefighters and

11 EMTs are doing now is they®"re designing some

12 training props so they can have some training

13 equipment. If you have good ideas 1 think they"d
14 take those. We try to have our own people do a

15 lot of things and that"s one of the things I™m

16 proud of. 1 think on the spouse®s program we

17 have, sometime we"re going to go to the new Raptor
18 Center. We just opened a new Raptor Center just
19 recently last week actually. So i1If you have a
20 chance to get up to that during the day and see
21 that maybe during one of the breaks to walk
22 through our zoo and our aquarium and kind of see
23 what we have.
24 Also the grand opening tomorrow of the
25 visitors center, the Kansas Wetlands Education
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1 Center at Cheyenne Bottoms. |If you came in on 156
2 Highway you saw it about 10 miles northeast of

3 town and that has i1ts grand opening tomorrow and

4 that will be kind of a gateway for one of our

5 natural resources which i1s birding and I didn"t

6 know too much about birds, still really don"t, but
7 on the other hand it"s something many, many people
8 come. So there®s a lot of people In town this

9 weekend that are birders. You may run into one of
10 them. They"ll take you out to Cheyenne Bottoms

11 and show you around.

12 So on behalf of the City of Great Bend

13 and all of our employers, the mayor and the City
14 Council, I welcome you.

15 (Applause.)

16 LUKE McCORMICK: Thanks, Howard. At
17 this time 1711 introduce the Fire Chief of Great
18 Bend, Mike Napolitano.

19 MIKE NAPOLITANO: Good morning. It"s
20 great to see this many people here i1n Great Bend
21 and 1 understand the golf tournament was good
22 yesterday, the weather was great and 1 think the
23 whole conference i1s going to be that way.
24 It"s definitely an honor for me to be
25 able to address this group and welcome you to
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1 Great Bend. As chief I°ve had the great privilege
2 of working with some outstanding firefighters in

3 our department and the dedication that they put

4 Iinto every day at the job i1s also extended to the
5 putting on this conference and preparing for it

6 and I really think 1t"s going to be a great

7 conference.

8 We gather here this week dedicated to

9 improving ourselves, our departments and creating
10 a safer community that we serve. As | was
11 preparing this welcome for all of you, I was
12 reminded that the last time 1 spoke to this event
13 we lived 1n a much different America. The last

14 time 1 stood here was in April of 2001, before the
15 911 attacks that so impacted our profession in

16 America. As | was looking back at the events, at
17 the terrorist attacks on America, | considered

18 some of the realities that have been familiar with
19 and they include the 343 fTirefighters and
20 paramedics that lost their lives, nearly over 300
21 civilians who died In the attacks -- or over
22 3,000. Equally as important In my eyes are the
23 over 1,300 orphans created by the 911 attacks. We
24 so often forget. We never know when the next
25 event will be or what i1t will require of us and,
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1 sadly, In the time since we last met here there
2 have been a number of Kansas firefighters who have
3 given their lives in the line of duty, with the
4 most recent being Dennis Simmons from Stafford
5 County, who died Tuesday night while fighting a
6 wild land fire.
7 The years since we last met have also
8 brought many positive changes in the way that we
9 do our everyday tasks. We are now focusing on
10 firefighter safety with different programs such as
11 the Firefighters Close Call, Everyone Goes Home
12 and the training of rapid intervention teams.
13 Grant money has been made available to us
14 to provide equipment to do our jobs more
15 efficiently and more safely. Even the largest of
16 our departments have found that they cannot cover
17 every need.
18 Local and regional response teams have
19 been formed such as Merge and Force to assist
20 departments in the time of disaster. The State
21 has also coordinated regional structural collapse
22 teams. No community is an island just as no
23 department is an island. We all depend upon each
24 other, whether we"re on the New York Fire
25 Department reeling in from the 911 attack or a
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1 rural Kansas department reacting to a tornado
2 disaster. None of us can go i1t alone, 1t has to
3 be a team effort. It is the working together, not
4 only on the local level, but a regional and a
5 state level, that will ensure that we all go home.
6 I appreciate the opportunity to visit
7 with you this morning and share a few of my
8 thoughts with you. |1 think and I believe you“re
9 going to have a great conference and, again, |1
10 welcome you to Great Bend and if you need
11 anything, Luke can get i1t for you.
12 Thank you.
13 LUKE McCORMICK: Thanks, Chief.
14 Okay. At this time we"re going to
15 introduce the Kansas State Firefighters® Auxiliary
16 President, Katrina Moffitt.
17 KATRINA MOFFITT: Thank you. Good
18 morning. Glad to see everyone is wide awake this
19 morning after an evening of hospitality.
20 We just want to say thank you to the
21 members of the Great Bend Fire Department for all
22 of their work that they put i1nto this conference.
23 I know that we see several chailrs that are empty
24 this year and I know that that"s a sign of the
25 economy. It"s not because Great Bend didn"t do
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1 anything and everything that they could to make

2 this conference one of the best ones and we

3 appreciate all that you have done for the

4 auxiliary and we also appreciate the women of the
5 Great Bend Fire Department who have not really had
6 a formalized auxiliary and, in fact, they really

7 didn"t know that there was a Kansas State

8 Firefighters®™ Association and when the guys came

9 home and said, hey, we"re going to host a

10 conference they said, wow, that would be great,

11 but you®d never know. All of these ladies have

12 pulled together and we have wonderful activities
13 planned.

14 So i1f you are here as a spouse, we will
15 be meeting across the hall after the memorial

16 service and we encourage everyone to join us.

17 We"re going to have a great time.

18 One of the missions of the firefighters*
19 auxiliary is scholarships and I*"m happy to
20 announce that this year we will be giving away 13
21 scholarships at our banquet on Friday night.
22 Included in one of those i1s one in memory of Chris
23 Brown. He was killed In a tragic car accident.
24 His wife, Tamara, decided that she wanted to give
25 back 1n memory of Chris, and she made a special
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1 one-time $1,000.00 donation, so our top winner
2 this year will be receiving that scholarship.
3 I also want to encourage everyone to tell
4 their spouses about the auxiliary. We need more
5 members to come and join with us. |If they“re not
6 here with you today, we have formalized a website
7 and that i1s the ksffaauxiliary.webs.com. You can
8 check out any of the ladies in the pink shirt and
9 they" 11 be happy to give you the address. That"s
10 going to be a contact point for us for formation
11 guidelines, constitution and bylaws, donation to
12 the scholarship fund and also 1If you have any
13 deaths that you would like us to put in the
14 memorial service, we would like to have all those
15 come In through the years so we"re well prepared
16 when we come to conference.
17 At this time 1°d like to introduce our
18 executive board who has worked very hard for us
19 this year. They are Connie Estep, DeAnn Konkel,
20 Donna Pittaway, Pam Brown, Tracy Ditter, Sherie
21 Baldwin, all of them have worked very hard. Our
22 secretary, Mary Eagle, 1s not with us today.
23 I would also like to extend a thank you
24 to the executive board of the Kansas State
25 Firefighters®™ Association. They have been so
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1 supportive of us this year and have helped us iIn

2 so many different ways and they®ve actually come

3 up with a common sense approach to helping build

4 the scholarship fund and this year alone they have
5 donated over $200.00 of their own personal money

6 and | want to say thank you and welcome to Great

7 Bend.

8 Thanks.

9 (Applause.)
10 LUKE McCORMICK: Thank you, Katrina.
11 At this time we"re going to introduce the Kansas
12 State Firefighters®™ Association President, Jim

13 Lubbers.

14 JIM LUBBERS: Again, good morning,

15 and welcome to the 121st Annual Kansas State

16 Firefighters®™ Association Conference. We

17 encourage all members and guests to attend and

18 participate in the activities offered in order to
19 get the fTull benefit of your attendance.
20 As members of the emergency response
21 group, we all know that in order to best preserve
22 those that we have entrusted to serve we must be
23 able to promptly react to any situation at a
24 moment®s notice. This reaction and response comes
25 through training, practice, experience and common
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sense.
Unlike the past, the public today is
better informed through the media -- and I added
in cell phones -- regarding local and national
incidents. There 1s an expectation of what the
response should be from emergency response
personnel. That level of response is expected by

the public, no matter where we may live, from the
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largest city to the smallest community. In order

10 to provide this level of service we, as

11 firefighters and emergency medical personnel, must
12 stay informed, continue to seek education and

13 actively participate in the fire service

14 organizations and associations. Your attendance
15 and participation here for the next couple of days
16 provides you with one of the opportunities to

17 update and seek new knowledge. This conference is
18 your opportunity to learn, to discuss and give the
19 association your vital 1nput and direction on the
20 iIssues of emergency service that are most

21 Iimportant to you and your department.

22 Attend, participate and enjoy the

23 conference. Take time to relax, drink a glass of
24 ice tea or whatever with your fellow Firefighters
25 across the state.
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1 At this time I would like to introduce

2 our executive board: First Vice President, J.L.

3 ElIlis from Colby; Second Vice President, Shane

4 Pearson from Longford; our Treasurer, Dan Romine

5 from Osage City; our Secretary/Chair, Steve Hirsch
6 from Oberlin; Northeast Trustee is Kevin Flory

7 from Topeka; Southeast Trustee i1s Andy Moffitt

8 from Chanute; Northwest Trustee i1s Doug Janssen

9 from Russell; and, as you know, Adam Frederking
10 took a job in Arkansas, so he was the Southwest
11 Trustee, so according to the bylaws we put on the
12 website and took applications and we appointed to
13 fill out that term, Troy Wolf from Johnson City,
14 and also we have an appointed historian, Sonny

15 Ruff from Logan.

16 Again, 1 want to thank you for coming and
17 enjoy the conference.

18 (Applause.)

19 LUKE McCORMICK: We"l1l be taking a
20 short break here till the memorial service starts
21 around 10:15.
22 I do have a couple of announcements I
23 want to make. For the banquet tickets, i1f you
24 guys need to purchase any extras, we need to have
25 those In by noon today so we can give the kitchen
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1 staff the final count for tomorrow night"s

2 banquet.

3 We"ve got one more thing we need to do.

4 JIM LUBBERS: 1Is Pete Chronister in

5 here? Would you do the rules and order for us,

6 please?

V4 PETE CHRONISTER: Rule No. 15:

8 Because of the number of new members attending

9 each year, these rules will be read at the opening
10 of each day"s session during the conference.

11 Rule No. 1: The conference shall be

12 called to follow the agenda as printed on the

13 conference program as closely as possible. Any

14 changes shall be brought to the attention of the
15 delegates as soon as possible.

16 Rule No. 2: During all sessions of the
17 conference, a delegate, alternate or guest, when
18 seeking the recognition of the presiding officer
19 or a committee chair, shall raise their hand.
20 Upon being recognized, the person shall stand,
21 state their name, the department they are from, or
22 were from 1If retired, and state theilr business.
23 Rule No. 3: Any delegate, alternate or
24 guest called on a point of order shall, at the
25 request of the presiding officer or committee
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1 chair, take their seat and remain silent until the
2 question of order is decided. Then, they shall
3 again be recognized by the chair, unless a
4 resolution of the question In order dictates
5 otherwise.
6 Rule No. 4: Should two or more persons
7 seek to speak at the same time, the presiding
8 officer or committee chair shall decide who 1is
9 entitled to speak first.
10 Rule No. 5: No delegate, alternate or
11 guest may speak more than twice on one subject
12 without permission from the conference.
13 Rule No. 6: No delegate, alternate or
14 guest may speak for more than five minutes on any
15 single occasion during the general session of the
16 conference.
17 Rule No. 7: No motion before the
18 conference or before a committee shall be open for
19 discussion until 1t has been seconded or so stated
20 by the presiding officer or committee chair.
21 Rule No. 8: All delegates, alternates
22 and guests shall be treated with courtesy, and no
23 delegate, alternate or guest should iInterrupt
24 another i1n their remarks, except to call for a
25 point of order or a point of information, where,
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1 when they are recognized, shall briefly state
2 their points.
3 Rule No. 9: The proceedings of the
4 conference and committee shall be governed by the
5 Robert®s Rules of Order, Revised. Any questions
6 regarding procedures shall be resolved by one or
7 more of the parliamentarians appointed by the
8 presiding officer. The rulings of
9 parliamentarians so appointed shall be final.
10 Rule No. 10: No delegate, alternate or
11 guest shall seek to embarrass, harass, insult or
12 interrupt speakers invited to appear before the
13 conference. Provided the speaker stands for
14 questions and time permits, any question posed to
15 the speaker shall be of general iInterest to the
16 membership of the entire association. The
17 presiding officer may limit the number of
18 questions for the speaker.
19 Rule No. 11: No time and place or
20 election material of any nature shall be allowed
21 on the floor of the conference at the time of the
22 election.
23 Rule No. 12: Any resolutions shall be 1iIn
24 the hands of the secretary at the time of the
25 committee™s report on Friday. All resolutions
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1 shall be read to the delegates at the conference
2 at that time. No resolutions shall be entertained
3 after this date without the consent of two-thirds
4 of the delegates of the conference.
5 Rule No. 13: Any department wanting to
6 bid for a conference shall present some form of
7 letter of Intent to the Time and Place Committee.
8 The Time and Place Committee shall review the
9 letters of iIntent and present to the conference a
10 list of the departments desiring to host the
11 conference.
12 Rule No. 14: All cell phones, pagers or
13 other communication devices shall be turned off or
14 put in silent mode during the conference.
15 Firefighters on duty are exempt from this rule.
16 Again, Rule No. 14, 111 stand here and
17 have time for everyone to put their phones on
18 silent. Thank you.
19 (Applause.)
20 LUKE McCORMICK: Okay. At this time
21 we"ll go ahead and take our break. We"ll meet
22 back 1n here at 10:15.
23 (A break was taken.)
24 LUKE McCORMICK: Okay. We"re going
25 to get started here again. Donna Pittaway with
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1 the Kansas State Firefighters®™ Association

2 Auxiliary, she®s the chaplain, 1s going to start
3 the memorial service.

4 DONNA PITTAWAY: Good morning and

5 welcome to the 2009 State Firefighters*

6 Association Memorial Service.

7 We gather at this time to honor those who
8 have served iIn fire departments across the state
9 and completed their tasks on this earth going on
10 before us. Please stand for a moment of silence
11 and prayer.
12 (Moment of silence and prayer.)

13 DONNA PITTAWAY: Please be seated.

14 The members of the auxiliary are wearing pink

15 today as a symbol honoring those who fight cancer.
16 Symbols and images are used to depict

17 firefighting; the axe, ladder, Maltese cross and
18 playing of Amazing Grace on the bagpipes are all
19 symbols. Another symbol is a patron saint of
20 firefighters, Saint Florian. Florian was born iIn
21 Austria in the fourth century and, as a youth,
22 joined the Roman Army. He worked hard and, with
23 determination, advanced through the ranks till he
24 occupied a high administrative post. The Emperor
25 and his assistant liked Florian because of his
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1 abilities to solve problems and work with people.
2 He was seen as a man capable of handling heavy
3 responsibilities, traits not uncommon in
4 firefighters today; ability to solve problems,

5 work with people, hard workers, determination and
6 capability of handling heavy responsibilities,

7 trusted by the community for saving their property
8 and their very lives. Florian was trusted also

9 because he spoke the truth, he confessed

10 Christianity in anti-Christian times and was

11 sentenced to death by fire by the Emperor.

12 Legend states that standing on the

13 funeral pyre, Florian challenged the Roman

14 soldiers to light the fire, saying, "If you do,

15 111 climb to Heaven on the flames."™ Apprehensive

16 to his words, instead of burning him after his

17 confession, they flogged him, set him on fire

18 alive and finally threw him into the river with a

19 stone around his neck to die.

20 Because of his stand and resistance to

21 death by fire, Saint Florian became the protector

22 of firefighters all over the world. About 600

23 years later a monastery was erected near his tomb

24 and soon after a person was saved from fire by

25 just 1nvoking his name.
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1 Please remain seated as officers of the
2 auxiliary read the names of those to be honored

3 today.

4 With the calling of the names, we will be
5 placing roses iIn the vases and ringing the bell.

6 We had two on duty deaths this year,

7 really one that is just being recognized that

8 didn®"t happen this year, but was found iIn the

9 records and not recorded: Dennis Simmons,

10 Stafford County Fire Department; Silas Brown,

11 Topeka Fire Department found in the records on

12 duty death, 1926; James Anderson, Kansas City;

13 Dorothy Andrade, Chautaugua County Rural; Keith
14 Austin, Bucklin Fire Department; Robert Baker,

15 Ashland Fire Department; Dennis J. Bane, Mission
16 Township; James Toby Barnett, Jefferson County

17 Fire Department No. 11; Clifford Baslee, Kansas
18 City Fire Department; John Benjamin, Welda Fire

19 Department.
20 DEANN KONKEL: Ronald Blair, Oswego;
21 Darryl Boles, Topeka; McKinley R. "Mac' Boone, St.
22 Paul ; Ed Boulanger, Eureka; Roy Edward Bowers,
23 Eskridge; Vernon L. Burklund, Olsburg; Bobby Dean
24 Crosson, Pottawatomie County; John R. Courtney,
25 Junior, Paola; Dale Eugene Dickson, Miller; Ed
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1 Donald, Junior, Kansas City.
2 CONNIE ESTEP: Frank Doue, Arma City
3 and Crawford County; Norbert "Norb"™ Dreiling,
4 Russell, Grant Township; Daniel B. "lzzy"
5 Eisenbarth, Seneca; Lawrence Allen Erbe, Blue
6 Township; Truman Lee Evans, McConnell Air Force
7 Base; Jim Farthing, Shawnee; Dwight Forte, Kansas
8 City; Frank Fitzgerald, Wichita County; Dan D.
9 Gehring, Buhler; Joe Geist, Hays.
10 KATRINA MOFFITT: Bryan Gravatt,
11 Solomon; Max Anthony Gustin, Kansas City; Jerald
12 LaVerne Haggard, Grant County Volunteer; John
13 Hahn, Winfield; William "Bill" Harper, 111,
14 Overland Park Fire and State Fire Marshal®s
15 Office; Willard J. Herrman, Liberal; Morris
16 Hillman, Burr Oak; Donald William Hixon, Wichita;
17 Charles Holeman, Dodge City; Oscar Eugene Hudson,
18 Pittsburg; Herb Huser, Wilson County; H. Terry
19 Hutchings, Kansas City.
20 DONNA PITTAWAY: Thomas Wayne James,
21 Miltonvale Rural; Dewey James Jessepe, Kickapoo
22 Tribe; Marvin D. "Ole"™ Johnson, Sedgwick County;
23 Walter "Walt" Johnson, Edwards; Paul Jones,
24 Ramona; John C. Kasberger, Lawrence-Douglas; Dale
25 Kemp, Eskridge.
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1 DEANN KONKEL: Thomas D. Keltch,
2 Kansas State Fire Marshal®s Office; Richard
3 Kneisel, Hiawatha; James Kendall Knowlton, St.
4 John; Rick Kobe, Shawnee; John Lange, Russell
5 County District No. 5; Frank Leet, Junior, Kansas
6 City; Paul Edward Livingston, Hutchinson; Nadine
7 Logsdon, Jefferson County Fire District No. 11 and
8 Valley Falls; Forrest L. "Bud" Loyd; Stanton
9 County.
10 CONNIE ESTEP: William "Bill" Ludwig,
11 Toronto; Albert B. McKee, Seneca; J.J. McLoughlin,
12 Ford County; James McSwain, Lawrence-Douglas
13 County Fire and Medical; Crystal A. Mallicoat,
14 Johnson County; Maurice Edgar "*Mo' Merritt,
15 Burlington; Daniel Morrow, Lawrence-Douglas County
16 Fire Medical; Elwood Lee "Sunny”™ Neely, Wichita;
17 Robert J. "Bob'™ Oyler, Topeka; Terry Paxson,
18 Graham County.
19 KATRINA MOFFITT: George J. Perry,
20 St. Mary"s; Randy Peterson, Miller; Glen A. Post,
21 Lane; Jay Pratt, El Dorado; Roy Prestwood, Riley
22 County; Gary L. Priddy, Fairmont Township; Calvin
23 A. "Cal"™ Mauzey, Topeka; Phillip Reed, Englewood;
24 Dennis Rhodes, Argonia; Larry L. Rice, Soldier.
25 DEANN KONKEL: Kenneth Royce,
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1 Hitchcock Burlington Fire; Thomas L. Sauer,

2 Ellsworth Fire; Matthew S. Schlegel, Manhattan;

3 Donald Schmidt, White City Fire; Michael Wayne

4 Schrader, Greensburg; Dennis Shorter, Lucas;

5 Joshua W. Skibbe, Sumner County Fire District No.
6 10; Morris E. "Joe" Stukey, Great Bend; Robert J.
7 "Bob'™ Sutton, Wichita; Rod Sutton, Greensburg;

8 Marvin Arthur Sumner, Lancaster; Rick Tholen,

9 Grinnell.
10 DONNA PITTAWAY: Eddie Trimmell,
11 Wilson County; Evelyn Faye Wamser, Salina; Warren
12 L. Weber, Herington; Ralph Wetzel, Bern; Mark

13 Edward Wiggins, Devon; Dale Wiltfong, Wakaruse;

14 Craig Martin Yeager, Lawrence-Douglas; Jerry

15 Young, Ashland; Otto Walters, Ford County; Dorothy
16 Faulker, Ford County; Cleon Blackburn, Parsons;

17 Loren "Grandpa"™ Johnson, Sedgwick; John Hybsha,

18 Newton; James Zerloin, Wichita; Ralph Burns, Hays;
19 Bill Dichant, Hays.
20 When 1 am called to duty, God, wherever
21 flames may rage, give me the strength to save some
22 life whatever be i1ts age, help me embrace a little
23 child before 1t i1s too late or save an older
24 person from the horror of that fate. Enable me to
25 be alert and hear the weakest shout, and quickly
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1 and efficiently to put the fire out. 1 want to

2 fill my calling and to give the best in me, to

3 guard my every neighbor and protect his property.

4 And 1f, according to my fate, 1 am to lose my

5 life. Please bless with your protecting hand my

6 children and my wife.

7 (The bagpipes are playing.)

8 DONNA PITTAWAY: Thank you.

9 JIM LUBBERS: Thank you, ladies. You
10 can now be dismissed. As all of the ladies are
11 leaving, we will officially open the 121st Annual
12 Conference and would Mr. Roy Reed please come
13 forward?

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1 Good morning. As many of you know,

2 Roy has been around for a long time, been

3 associated with several departments, and he was

4 complaining last night that beings he"d been

5 retired he didn"t have no name badge, and so I

6 took the honor of getting him a name tag so

7 everybody would know who he is and a packet from

8 the conference. There you go, Sir.

9 ROY REED: Thank you. Well, Jim"s
10 right, my name i1s Roy Reed and 1 have been around
11 a while, not a long time, but a while. Some of
12 you know me and some of you don*"t, but 1°d like to
13 get acquainted with all of you. This is a great
14 organization, iIt"s a proud organization, It"s an
15 organization that 1 have proudly served and thank
16 you very much for this. Now you know who 1 am.
17 Come up and speak to me. Thank you.

18 JIM LUBBERS: Sometime years back

19 there was three people appointed as lifetime

20 members of this association and Roy is the only
21 one that"s left.

22 Today we welcome the Attorney General of
23 the State of Kansas, Steve Six. The Attorney

24 General i1s the chief law enforcement officer for
25 the State. His office has a number of divisions
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1 that focus on things such as criminal prosecution,
2 Medicare fraud, enforcement, consumer protection,
3 crime victim services and civil litigation.

4 Attorney General Six i1s a lifetime Kansan. Him

5 and his wife, Betsy, have four children and live

6 In Lawrence. After graduating from the University
7 of Kansas Law School, Steve was iIn private

8 practice for 10 years. Then he served as District
9 Judge i1n Douglas County before becoming the 44th
10 attorney general for the State of Kansas. We

11 welcome him.

12 ATTORNEY GENERAL STEVE SIX: Thank

13 you. Well, thank you. It Is good to be with you
14 this morning and I think that memorial service

15 certainly is a reminder of the dangers that you

16 all know better than anyone.

17 Coming down here, of course, 1 looked

18 into it a little bit, spoke to some folks and

19 learned of the most recent firefighter, Dennis
20 Simmons, who was referenced, of course, In the
21 memorial, lost his life fighting a brush fire.
22 The job 1s never done until the fire is out and |
23 think he worked an exhausting schedule, as 1°ve
24 learned, and then unfortunately after that back iIn
25 his truck he moved on, so I think the memorial
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1 service certainly was moving to me to see the
2 number of firefighters and the way, of course, you
3 cover the state. 1 can tell you, on behalf of all
4 Kansans, we truly are grateful for the service you
5 are all providing.
6 I was driving down here this morning and
7 iIt"s a beautiful day. You probably don®t know
8 that sitting in this room, but the sun was shining
9 and 1 can tell you I was in El Dorado first week
10 of April. 1 was out turkey hunting and basically
11 spent about 10 hours a day two days looking for
12 turkeys and we didn®"t get any close enough to take
13 a shot and 1*m driving down here today and just
14 about every field with a hedge row next to a green
15 Tield had a couple dozen turkeys with a Tom moving
16 around, so I think they were like taunting me on
17 the way down here, but I didn®"t bring the gun with
18 me, so, there again, they®"re going to live for
19 another day.
20 The attorney general®s office i1s, |
21 think, an office that hopefully can be a great
22 service to many Kansans all across the state. 1°d
23 like to tell you a little bit about some of the
24 work that we®ve done over the past year, but also
25 tell you a little bit about some of my background
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1 in coming to that job. 1 took over about a year

2 ago after there was a little turmoil i1n the office
3 and the focus for me has been to try to get back

4 to really the fundamentals of the office. Coach

5 Fogg Allen, who was a legendary basketball coach

6 at K.U. had a saying: "Techniques change, but

7 fundamentals don"t."™ |I"m sure that"s -- 1It"s

8 certainly true in the law and I think 1t"s

9 probably true in fire fighting. You"ve got new
10 techniques and 1 can see some of you guys here
11 aren"t new guys. There are some new guys and I"m
12 sure those techniques haven®t changed over the

13 years, but the fundamentals of what you®re trying
14 to do have remained and the training fundamentals
15 remain —-- the principles remain the same.

16 The effort 1 brought to the office when I
17 began in 2008 was to try to make It more

18 accountable to Kansans all across the state. We
19 did that a couple of ways and 111 tell you about
20 some of those projects. The area of consumer
21 protection, as our economy iIs getting into really
22 challenging times, has been a renewed struggle for
23 our office and 1 think we®"ve made a lot of great
24 progress. Kansans are being taken advantage of
25 and there are people out there that are, either
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1 through the Internet, through the mail, through

2 the phone, you know, different door-to-door

3 salespeople are preying on many Kansans and we"ve
4 seen an uptake in the type of scams and frauds

5 that are going on. We"ve focused very hard on

6 trying to work with some of the most vulnerable

7 groups in the State. Our young people who are, of
8 course -- checking the average age of the group

9 here -- you®"re probably like me, staying up with
10 some of the new technology and how your kids and
11 grandkids are getting on the Internet and doing
12 stuff and using social networking sites and

13 contacting people and staying in touch with folks
14 that way. It"s a great technology, it"s a great
15 service, It"s a great way for them to communicate,
16 but 1t brings some challenges and those challenges
17 are you never know who"s on the other side of that
18 Internet site, the other side of that e-mail. It
19 may be another 15-year-old who®"s communicating
20 with you, but 1t may be, as we"ve found through
21 some of our law enforcement efforts, you know, a
22 fifty-year-old guy in his basement somewhere
23 that"s trying to do something. You know, that"s a
24 much scarier thing to think about.
25 We"ve gone out and we®ve done training
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1 programs in the schools. We"ve got a Net Smarts

2 Training Program that we take across the state.

3 It teaches middle school kids about how to be safe
4 online. We also took some great steps In working
5 with other states®™ attorney generals. We went to
6 the social networking sites. These are your

7 Facebook, My Space, places where people set up

8 profiles and 1*m probably telling some of you

9 stuff you already know and some of you maybe not,
10 but you communicate this way.

11 Well, we found out that there were

12 registered sex offenders who are registering,

13 getting on these sites and using them to

14 communicate. Pretty basic thing you think to step
15 forward, tell the companies they have to change

16 their practices and not let these folks on, so we
17 provided the groups that do the social networking
18 the list, the background, the people that are

19 registered sex offenders, got them to sweep them
20 off of those sites and that"s an ongoing project
21 to try to stay out in front of that, but i1t"s a

22 way that we work to try to make the minors iIn our
23 state safer.

24 We"re also working on consumer protection
25 with the Kansas seniors. We®"ve got everything
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1 from big projects to small projects. You know,

2 one of the small projects, but more project, 1 can
3 tell you there was a woman here iIn central Kansas
4 that contacted the office. She was in her

5 nineties and had worked hard, you know, had a

6 pretty blue collar middle class job, never made a
7 ton of money in her life but saved 1t and she got
8 to be up In her nineties and she had a pretty

9 sizeable amount of money. She got called by this
10 out of state firm that was selling an investment
11 opportunity iIn Kansas, rare coins, this kind of

12 thing, got her on the phone, kept calling her,

13 using some high-pressure sales tactics, eventually
14 started calling her multiple times iIn the same day
15 because she was suffering from some dementia and
16 she couldn®t always remember that she"d talked to
17 them earlier. Eventually they got her to buy

18 about $90,000.00 in this rare coin opportunity and
19 I can tell you 1f you"re iIn your nineties you
20 don"t need a rare coin opportunity to be your
21 investment. You need it In a safe, stable place.
22 Well, her family contacted us, we got
23 that company®s attention, got them to stop doing
24 those processes 1In Kansas and got her $90,000.00
25 back which I think 1s an example of one of the
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1 direct ways we deal with consumers to try to make
2 people safe.
3 So if any of you have problems with
4 companies, situations where there®s a scam, |
5 really encourage you to contact the attorney
6 general®s office. We"re on the website, we"re iIn
7 the phone book. You can get ahold of us i1n a lot
8 of ways.
9 On a bigger scale i1n the consumer
10 protection division we ramped up In 2008. We
11 handled more complaints than have been handled
12 before and we brought back to the state 4.1
13 million dollars In restitution to consumers that
14 had been taken advantage of and fees and penalties
15 against companies that have been doing scams and
16 frauds, and 1t"s a record amount and I think
17 recognizes a lot of hard work over the last year
18 and we"re still trying to do better for 2009.
19 Another area that"s been really
20 concerning to me and we"ve tried to make a
21 difference in i1s the cost of health care. 1It"s
22 just been rising and rising and many small
23 businesses across the state are really struggling.
24 When 1 was 1in a law firm we struggled every year
25 to choose a health plan that would meet our
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1 employees®™ needs and be something we could afford.
2 We looked at what the attorney general®s office

3 could do and we focused on the state Medicaid

4 program, which iIs a huge program that provides a

5 real needed service to folks that are struggling

6 and need an opportunity to get health care. We

7 looked to that program and focused our efforts on
8 the fraud and ways in that area and we brought

9 back, in 2008, just over 18 million dollars in

10 money back -- taxpayer®s money back to the state
11 that can be used In this program.

12 Just to give you some idea of what that
13 effort 1 think represents, 1t"s 20 times more than
14 was recovered In the Medicaid fraud area just two
15 years ago. So | think through focusing on

16 important projects like consumer protection for

17 individual people and holding big programs

18 accountable we can work to make your state

19 government operate and be more efficient.
20 We"ve also done a lot of work with drug
21 operations. 1 mean, many Kansans have a lot of

22 drugs and medications they need. We"ve got a case
23 going right now against about 30 of the major drug
24 manufacturers, again, for the price they charge

25 Medicaid for the drugs they provided to the State.
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1 Our case, which is iIn court right now, is showing

2 that 1 think they charge too high a price and were

3 taking advantage of the state and we"re using this

4 effort to try to bring that money back to Kansas

5 because, as you know, there®s incredible budget

6 problems at the state level and 1"m sure you“ve

7 seen In your individual cities and counties as

8 well.

9 We work directly with the fire marshal"s
10 office on an exciting effort this past legislative
11 session that | think 1*m quite proud of the joint
12 effort that came together and that was the Fire
13 Safe Cigarette Statute we got passed and through a
14 lot of cooperative efforts we brought that and,

15 you know, basically the idea of a cigarette left
16 somewhere -- and you guys know this better than

17 me -- can smolder on a couch, can keep burning for
18 a long time and eventually result in a home fire.
19 The Fire Safe Cigarette Statute is going to

20 require the cigarette manufacturers to use this

21 self extinguishing technology so if a cigarette 1is
22 left somewhere 1t will more quickly burn out If

23 you"re not, you know, puffing on i1t, and 1 think
24 that®s going to be a great advantage for public

25 safety across the state.
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1 We"ve worked also to really rededicate
2 the office to working with Kansans. We"ve got a
3 new Constituent Services Division which is
4 reaching out so i1f there are people that need help
5 In navigating a consumer problem, for instance,
6 identity theft. We"ve got a new program we"re
7 working on right now and we passed this year in
8 the legislature an improvement to the Credit Flee
9 Statute. Ildentity theft, you know, the situation
10 where somebody gets your credit card information,
11 takes out credit cards In your name, those kind of
12 things has been the fastest growing crime
13 according to the Federal Trade Commission each of
14 the last seven years across the country. We"ve
15 been trying to get out in front of this by working
16 on some project like our identity theft repair kit
17 item. It"s a package we send out to Kansans that
18 has information about what do you do if you"ve
19 been the victim of i1dentity theft. Just takes you
20 down step by step: How do you contact the credit
21 bureaus; how do you contact the banks; what are
22 the different things you need to do; and 1t"s been
23 a tool that I think has been very useful.
24 We also passed a new Credit Freeze
25 Statute this year that the governor has just
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1 signed and what that does is allow Kansans, if you
2 suspect you*ve been the victim of i1dentity theft
3 to access the credit agencies to make sure they"ll
4 put a freeze on your credit accounts so these type
5 of cards won"t be taken out in your name.
6 We also, in the attorney general®s
7 office, among the other things we do and among the
8 highest priorities iIs try to make Kansans safer.
9 We prosecute the serious criminal offenses In many
10 of the counties across the state. Usually the
11 bigger counties, your top 10 or so counties, have
12 a staff of prosecutors that can work on that, but
13 we work with the county attorneys in many of the
14 other cases when there®"s a serious case like a
15 murder or a capital case and work to prosecute
16 those.
17 For instance, next month here, starting
18 May 11th, 1"m prosecuting a murder up in Osborne,
19 Kansas. This was a farmer who, you know, got up
20 early, went out to do his farm work, came home at
21 noon, was subdued by a guy that was iIn the house,
22 hog tied with his computer cord and shot in the
23 head execution style, we allege, and we"ll be up
24 In Osborne County for about two weeks In May
25 trying that case and putting on evidence to
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1 convict that individual. An effort we use to

2 really try and help the county like Osborne

3 County, which has about 4,500 people, i1t"s got a

4 great county attorney, but a big case like that,

5 you can bring our resources and the K.B.l. and

6 other folks together to work on it.

7 So 1"m pleased to get an invitation to

8 come down and talk to you. We did work on things

9 like the Fire Safe Cigarette. I"m always pleased
10 1T any of you have any ideas from your departments
11 or other suggestions about ways we can iImprove and
12 work on things that would help you In your jobs.
13 IT you can bring them to our office, we can work
14 together to improve and take those i1deas forward.
15 I1"m also hopeful that you®ll go out as you go back
16 to your communities and certainly spread the word
17 that the attorney general®s office i1s looking to
18 help consumers all across the state and would hope
19 you contact our office if any of your friends or
20 family get in a situation where we could be of
21 help.
22 So thank you very much for being here and
23 allowing me to talk to you for this organization
24 and your great service to the State of Kansas. |1
25 can tell you I appreciate 1t and God bless you.
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1 (Applause.)

2 JIM LUBBERS: We"re going to deviate
3 from the agenda just a slight bit. Now we"ll have
4 Mr. Pribbenow from Kansas Fire and Rescue. He has
5 another commitment so he needs to move on, SO

6 Glenn.

V4 GLENN PRIBBENOW: Thank you, Jim.

8 Well, 1 appreciate the opportunity to come and

9 speak in front of you today. [ was counting on my
10 hands and toes -- | had to take my shoes off to

11 count -- I think this 1s the 11th time 1"ve been
12 able to come talk to you and give you the report
13 about the Fire and Rescue Training Institute.

14 That report has changed over the years and we"re
15 pleased. At least we believe that those reports
16 have 1mproved every year because of the services
17 that we"ve been able to provide for you.

18 We have expanded. 1 want to take just a
19 few minutes and kind of throw some numbers at you
20 like I do every year, but also I want to highlight
21 a couple of major things that we"re doing. One of
22 them 1s a change, one of them i1s a new thing.
23 Just because rather than to stand here and give
24 you the standard one, two, three report, I wanted
25 to take a little bit of time to kind of give you a
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1 heads up on where we"re going. Last year was a

2 very successftul year as the last six have been.

3 That milestone will be when we start receiving

4 funding to help underwrite our programs and we"re
5 able to start delivering services at little or no
6 cost to you.

7 Last year we did 612 training and

8 certification events throughout Kansas. We served
9 8,400 firefighters, 557 Kansas organizations, in
10 over one hundred counties. Within that we

11 delivered over 10,500 hours of training and we

12 traveled over 150,000 miles within the borders of
13 Kansas delivering those.

14 As | mentioned, we"re in our 7th year of
15 receiving that new funding and kind of living that
16 reinvigorated life as a training organization, and
17 since that time we"ve been able to deliver, as I
18 say, well over 90 percent of what we do is at no
19 cost to the fTire department or the fTirefighters.
20 In that first six years we delivered what really
21 iIs kind of a phenomenal amount of training. Not
22 too long ago we were asked to go testify before
23 the legislature and talk about our program, what
24 we"ve done, what we"re doing, and I went back to
25 2003, which 1s the first year we received the new
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1 funding, and just assembled a cumulative total of
2 what we"ve been able to do with those funds. We
3 have delivered, since the inception of the new

4 funding 1n 2003, over 52,900 hours of training,

5 we"ve conducted over 3,480 training events,

6 training and certification, we"ve served 51,300

7 student firefighters, and the cumulative total of
8 the manhours of training we“ve delivered iIs over
9 660,000 hours. Those are pretty phenomenal
10 numbers when you look at the size of Kansas, the
11 number of fire departments, the amount of funding
12 we have, the amount of staff we have and how we do
13 training and what that really boils down to,

14 sometimes those numbers really start fogging the
15 memory and it sounds so unrealistic, but at the
16 same time they“"re very real and 1f you break it
17 down into a by the week kind of a total, in any
18 given week in Kansas we have 11 classes going on
19 somewhere. That includes 52 weeks out of the
20 year, so if you took out the Christmas weeks and
21 Thanksgiving weeks where training typically falls
22 off, that per week total would go up
23 significantly. We train on average 165
24 Tirefighters a week 1In those courses, deliver 169
25 hours of training a week. We serve -- on average
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1 in that period of time we"ve served 497

2 communities In Kansas every year with our services
3 and on average we serve 97 counties.

4 There are two messages here. First

5 message is one that 1°d like you to agree with and
6 that"s we"ve done a pretty good job with the money
7 that"s been given us, but the more important

8 message 1S you®ve done a good job. Why have you

9 done a good job? Because 1 think 1t"s a safe
10 assumption to say that firefighters in Kansas are
11 better trained, better equipped and better
12 prepared for the challenges that you face than at
13 any point in history. That"s not to take anything
14 away from anything anybody"s done, i1t"s just that
15 you now have more training resources available and
16 you"re taking advantage of them. To that end

17 we"re working on some new projects. Some will be
18 coming online fairly quickly, others will take us
19 a little more time to get i1In place.
20 First thing coming online i1s within the
21 next two to three months, maybe sooner, we"ll be
22 accepting delivery of our new propane training
23 unit. This will be a state of the art unit that
24 we will obviously tow around the state, bring it
25 to you to deliver handling propane emergencies
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1 kind of training. We took a great deal of time iIn
2 laying out and designing and specifying this

3 unique prop and believe that 1t will provide

4 excellent training for you, regardless of the size
5 of your fire department, the size of your

6 community. It will be very flexible. It will

7 include nine different props that will simulate

8 both propane as well as other life fire scenarios
9 that are required in Firefighter 1 and 2, but that
10 we can"t currently deliver very well. Those props
11 will be a residential propane tank prop, of

12 course; we"ll have a 20-pound propane cylinder;

13 rural propane power grill simulator; we"ll have a
14 100-pound propane simulator; 100-pound propane

15 cylinder; we"ll have what we call a piped field,
16 which will be just a piped field of various valves
17 and connections that will have designed leaks iIn
18 them so that you"ll be able to go up under fog

19 protection, of course, and control the fire by
20 shutting off the valves; we"ll have a natural gas
21 meter simulator; a dumpster fTire; a flammable
22 liquids simulator, which will be about 105 square
23 feet to cover the Firefighter 1 and 2 standards
24 and a vehicle fire prop. All of the valves where
25 In the past training that you may have attended
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1 were LP and some of the props, not all, but some
2 of them have dummy valves that you turn off that
3 you just spin a wheel. We insisted in all of the
4 props where you are turning the valve to cut off
5 fuel 1s the firefighter will actually be turning
6 off the fuel to that prop. All of the valves that
7 we provide will be life valves controlling the
8 flow of fuel. We will have -- we"ve designed iIn a
9 couple of elements of all of the props that will
10 give us almost an infinite variety of fire. All
11 of the props have a valve on i1t that we can
12 control. The instructor won"t control 1t. There
13 will be a manually set valve that we can really
14 crimp that prop way down so if we wanted to use it
15 for extinguishers we could use 1t for a smaller
16 fire or for really raw recruits, we can keep the
17 fire small and build skills and we can also crank
18 that all the way to the open position. Every
19 prop, with one exception, will have the ability to
20 fuel the prop with either vapor or liquid. Those
21 of you that dealt with that know 1f you get the
22 liquid you get a heck of a lot bigger fire. So
23 with the combination of those three controls,
24 having the manual control, the vapor and the
25 liquid, then we"ll be able to build a fire
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1 anywhere from that big to this big and really

2 challenge those more experienced firefighters that
3 come to us, of course, that we lower the flame on
4 them they"re going to go well, yeah, so what. Now
5 we"ll be able to crank 1t up a little bit higher.
6 All of the props will have electronic

7 controls to them that the instructor will be

8 holding in their hand and they will be the old

9 deadman switch in that i1t will take a conscious

10 act of pulling the trigger to light the prop and
11 1T anything goes wrong, all they have to do is

12 release 1t and the fire goes out. All of the

13 valves for the props will be at the prop rather

14 than back at the source, so that it the valve is
15 released and you want to kill the fire, within a
16 matter of a couple of seconds the fire goes out

17 rather than 30 or 40 or 45 seconds. We iInsist on
18 that for the safety element. We"ll have a master
19 controller that one guy will have and we"ll also
20 have a couple of switches located on the trailer
21 itself so 1If anyone sees anything going wrong, hit
22 the switch, kills the whole system.
23 We had the attitude kind of like the Rios
24 about the fire, no problem, cut it off, we"ll
25 build another one. We can make more. And so
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1 we"ve encouraged that. As you may know, we

2 designed that feature iInto our interior fTire

3 fighting trailer that anybody sees anything going

4 wrong, kill the whole system. If 1t"s a mistake,

5 we"ll say, ""Oh, gee whiz, people make mistakes."

6 We"1l1 have the ability to, we think, provide state

7 of the art training for you. We will have a few

8 requirements that we"ll put on the host fire

9 department. | don"t have a fleet of fire trucks.
10 I seem to have this growing fleet of semis, but I
11 don"t have a fire truck, and so we"ll have to rely
12 on the local fire department or fire departments
13 to provide two pumpers and the ability to feed the
14 system. We"re in the process of buying our own
15 hose and all that so that hopefully, at the most,
16 what we"ll need from you 1s two pumpers and 200
17 feet of three-inch hose. Beyond that, we"ll have
18 everything else we need for the training evolution
19 so we"re not stripping your Tire department of
20 pumpers or the equipment you need i1f you have to
21 break loose and make a response. 1 really don"t
22 want to have to try and load a thousand feet of
23 hose on a truck in 30 seconds. 1 don"t think we
24 can get to that point.
25 Due to the anticipated expense of this
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1 unit and providing that training, we will also be
2 very iInsistent that you give us the right number

3 of students. In the past we®"ve had a number of

4 the class, i1ts live fire training trailer being

5 one of them where over a time the number of

6 students per class has dropped, iIn some cases down
7 to as few as 10 and per fTirefighter cost gets

8 really expensive and with this one 1t will even be
9 greater because, folks, we"ll be carrying $500.00
10 of LP on board and in one of these training

11 sessions could very easily burn all $500.00.

12 That®s just in fuel. Now, go down to your local
13 supplier and ask how much propane i1s these days

14 and then we have the cost of towing the trailer

15 and paying the instructors and what we"ll ask is
16 give us 25 students or more. We"ll be able to

17 handle 50 students with as many props as we"ll

18 have going at a time and we"ll really need you to
19 reach out and invite all of those surrounding
20 departments to try and get enough people there to
21 where, number one, we can train as many people at
22 a time as possible and, number two, keep the
23 overall cost down.
24 Beyond that, we will, as we always do,
25 work with fire departments in trying to
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1 accommodate your local needs and we don"t have

2 this lock step process for everything because we

3 know your needs aren"t the same as the neighboring
4 department, but we will ask for a little

5 cooperation. 1t°11 probably be somewhere between
6 eight to 24 -- and don"t quote those numbers,

7 folks, we"re not there yet -- somewhere between

8 eight and 24 hours of training, and we"ll

9 typically come 1In to do the training, do the

10 classroom portion first. The trailer won"t be

11 there until the last day of class where we"ll have
12 the four- to five- to six-hour hands-on mode.

13 We"ll try and schedule those hands-on modes for

14 the evening time just for the safety or benefit we
15 get. It"s a lot easier to see the fTire at night.
16 No, you don"t have to fight all of them at night,
17 you have to fight some of them during the daytime,
18 but that"s one compromise we"ll ask you to make is
19 let"s do it in the evening when it"s a little
20 darker, the fire 1s a little easier to see,
21 keeping In mind that this 1s a training mode.
22 Watch your e-mail. The manufacturer was
23 telling us -- we just did the on-site inspection
24 on that a couple weeks ago -- and they"re telling
25 us they"ll be ready by late May, early June for
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1 the delivery of this unit, but by the time we get
2 it and get all of the stuff loaded and configured,
3 it"1l be a little bit longer than that, but if
4 you"re really interested in this, give us a call.
5 Dave Wickershime is your best contact and we"ll
6 start looking at the calendar to start planning
7 these training sessions. |If you don"t want to
8 preschedule, then just keep an eye on your e-mail
9 because when we get that ready to go we"ll
10 certainly be sending out the announcements saying
11 we"re ready.
12 Among the other courses that we have
13 scheduled and are working on, Rural Water Supplies
14 previously known as Tanker Subtle Operations,
15 Instructor 11, Swift Water or Switch/Surface Water
16 Rescue and revisions to Fire Office 1 and 2 as
17 well as Inspector 1 and 2. There"s more, but I
18 didn"t include them in this list.
19 Finally and briefly, 1t"s probably
20 appropriate for me to at least discuss and explain
21 Firefighter 1 testing changes that we announced
22 just a few weeks back. As anticipated, there is
23 some concern and unrest about that and 1t"s a much
24 too complex issue for me to stand up here and go
25 on forever and ever about, which 1 could; trust
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1 me, I won"t. | guess to start this and to end 1t,
2 1"11 say if you have concerns or questions, please
3 don"t listen to the rumor mill, pick the phone up
4 and call us or send us an e-mail, tell us where we
5 can call you and we"ll be more than happy to give
6 you information straight from the horse®s mouth or
7 iIT you think from the other end of the anatomy, I
8 guess that"s up to you. Fact, yes, Firefighter 1
9 testing has been expanding. It has been expanded
10 in that the time required to do the written exam
11 has been expanded by one hour. The time required
12 to do the skills exam has been expanded by
13 approximately four hours. In previous times and
14 now we could do an exam in one weeknight i1f we had
15 to or one Saturday, boom, have i1t knocked out and
16 done. That will no longer be within the realm of
17 possibility. The reason, over time the
18 Firefighter 1 standard has grown exponentially.
19 When 1 first came into the fire service training
20 business some years ago, we could do Firefighter 1
21 testing i1n about three hours. We could teach the
22 whole course 1n about 30 to 40 hours. Now It
23 takes over a hundred hours probably to get a
24 Firefighter 1 course taught, plus all of the
25 skills practice time that you need. Within the
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1 standard right now there are 25 what they call

2 JPRs. If you want to look at 1t in another way,

3 28 skill sets, like advancing a hose, setting a

4 ladder and climbing 1t. There are over 119

5 individual skills required in Firefighter 1. We

6 are currently testing four to six JPRs, four to

7 six out of 25, four to six skill sets out of 28,

8 and we"re testing 20 to 30, all depending on

9 configuration, individual skills out of 119.
10 That"s less than 25 percent of the requirements of
11 the standard that aren®t being tested in any given
12 site.

13 As we look at our accreditation criteria,
14 that accreditation gives us the ability and the

15 authority to i1ssue that national certification,

16 that professional credential for you. We have to
17 adhere to that criteria and that criteria really
18 does not say you must test a certain percentage,
19 but 1t describes the system that has to be used
20 and certainly implies that 1t you use random
21 testing, which is what we do, that"s the only way
22 to keep from having to test every skill and if you
23 use random testing, you must -- It must include a
24 standardly significant sample size, the technical
25 way of saying i1t, which i1s you®"ve got to test
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1 enough of i1t to where you can, with some authority
2 and assurance, say yes, that person met the
3 standard and has met the requirements and deserves
4 a national certification. Testing 25 percent of
5 that standard simply doesn®"t do that and over the
6 years the standard has grown. The last two
7 changes to the standard we have considered this
8 change, looked at it and said no, we can squeak by
9 a little longer because we understand the impact
10 on the firefighters when we increase the
11 requirements, i1f you will. But at the same time
12 we have to balance that against can we maintain
13 accreditation and our ability to iIssue that
14 certification. At this change of the standard we
15 hit that critical mass where we didn"t feel we
16 could withstand a site visit, which we do every
17 five years by the accrediting body and justify
18 testing the amount that we tested, and that®s why
19 we changed. That"s kind of the bottom line of it
20 Is we now believe with what we"ve set out and
21 we" 1l be changing to, we can withstand that
22 scrutiny from outsiders looking at our program and
23 saying yes, you deserve to continue In the
24 national certification business. The national
25 certification program iIs the only program that we
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1 operate that has a set of rules 1mposed on us from
2 an external source. The rest of i1t is a Kansas

3 program that we do what we want and what we need.
4 With national certification, those accrediting

5 bodies set the rules and we adhere to them and iIn
6 turn we get to issue that professional credential,
7 that certification to the people that go through

8 the process successfully. We will continue to

9 make every effort to make the system as
10 transparent as possible and as 1 often say, there
11 are only two things that we won"t tell you about
12 this system. The fTirst thing is I will not -- we
13 will not share the test questions with you, sorry.
14 The test bank remains secret, but we will give you
15 the pages out of the textbook that the questions
16 are taken from. |In fact, 1T you look at the study
17 guide, 1t has a whole section of written question
18 study guide. Those page listings are exactly

19 where those test questions come from. Read that,
20 you"re there. The other thing we won"t tell you
21 Is exactly what"s going to be on the skills exam,
22 what we" 1l be testing, although In that same study
23 guide we"l1l give you a copy of the skill
24 evaluation sheets for every skill that"s subject
25 to be on the exam. Those skill sheets are the
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1 same ones that the evaluators use to test with.

2 That®s our effort to make the system as

3 transparent as possible and, in fact, that"s one

4 of the criteria that we have to demonstrate iIn the
5 accreditation process that we do have that

6 transparency. There®s much more 1 could tell you
7 about, but I won"t.

8 What 1 will end with 1s to thank you

9 again for the opportunity to come and speak with
10 you today and I hope that i1f you do have questions
11 regarding any of our programs that you®"ll please
12 pick the phone up, give us a call, we"ll pay for
13 the call. Call us on the toll free line and we"ll
14 do our best to get i1t clarified for you and help
15 you meet your training goals. That"s what we"re
16 there about and that"s what everything we do is

17 targeted for. 1 apologize for one last thing and
18 at the same time I want to thank Jim and the

19 association for bumping me up In the schedule a
20 little bit. 1°ve done the terrible thing of
21 double booking myself and 1 have to leave here
22 very quickly and head back to Kansas City airport
23 to catch a 6 o"clock flight, so i1f you look for me
24 and 1*m not here, that"s why. Otherwise, 1-°d
25 remain here long enough, but at the same time if
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1 you do have questions, please don"t hesitate to

2 give me a call, give anybody on our staff a call

3 and we wish you the best of luck for a successtul
4 conference and an enjoyable year iIn the future.

5 Thank you very much.

6 (Applause)

V4 JIM LUBBERS: At this time i1t would
8 be my pleasure to introduce the Assistant

9 Commissioner of Insurance, Mr. Bob Thomason.

10 BOB THOMASON: Thank you, Mr.

11 Lubbers. 1 think we"re going to have -- I"m going
12 to show you a little bit, so follow along with my
13 presentation because, for good or for ill, 1

14 actually have something to say. My students, when
15 I was a school teacher, never believed that and

16 you may not like what 1 have to say, but 1 hope

17 you will at least listen.

18 I want you to know that for our part, the
19 Commissioner of Insurance Office i1s always pleased
20 to be with you because we distribute to you now
21 over nine million dollars in relief association
22 funds and we will continue to do our part to try
23 to distribute those most equitably as the law will
24 allow us to do.
25 For my own personal part, last night 1
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1 was distributing funds to a few firefighters. |1
2 got involved in a poker game. 1 thought 1 was
3 pretty good. |1 was first guy out. 1 had an ace
4 tres suited and couldn®t draw a picture, but I saw
5 somebody go all 1In on a pair of deuces and draw a
6 third deuce. It just was wrong, but, believe me,
7 not equitable at all. But that particular moment
8 in my life i1s not finished, | assure you. |
9 consider myself to be tolerantly decent at that
10 game of poker and we"re going to have to have
11 another match at some point in time.
12 But distributing for the Firefighter
13 Relief Association i1s critical to us. Anybody who
14 has ever seen the memorial program that we saw,
15 putting flowers In a vase for firefighters that
16 have fallen, realizes the importance of the
17 Firefighters Relief Act. That"s what we"re here
18 for and so forgive me when | take a pure credit
19 point of view, but the reality is there iIs nothing
20 within what 1"m going to say -- you got me wired
21 up? Okay.
22 Just like when 1 was playing poker, just
23 put your chips in, 1t"1l be all right. We"ll let
24 you know when you win, 1If you do. Now, show us
25 your cards. | want you to understand that we have
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1 only one goal and it"s a compound goal; A, to

2 reserve these funds for you and; B, to equitably

3 distribute them according to the law as best we

4 can and we have ramped up our services. The idea

5 being that the more rapidly we get you the money,

6 the more efficiently we get you the money, the

7 better it"s going to be for you and for us. As a

8 result, there are things that we can announce,

9 that we can deal with, that are highly appropriate
10 and clearly everybody agrees are progressive. For
11 instance, we are making the applications for those
12 funds, the re-determination processes, the
13 certification processes, we"re putting those
14 online and as of next January 1 it"ll be i1diot
15 proof. We can®t foul 1t up, neither can my
16 friends that are teaching me to play poker. You
17 put 1t in, you put the data in, 1t"1l do the math
18 for you. We encourage you to embrace this idea.
19 Later on i1n this assembly you will be
20 voting on best practices. The best practices are
21 a continuation of those things that we have
22 determined, with your assistance, that i1t should
23 be doing 1n working with the funds that you have
24 and i1n accounting for your practices and your
25 distributions. We hope that you®ll agree with us
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1 that 1t 1s a good guideline and that you adopt the
2 best practices manual that we have worked with you
3 to put forth.

4 But beyond that, we believe that within

5 this calendar year we will be giving you

6 guidelines, a new handbook that will embrace the

7 law as 1t 1s written and embrace the best

8 practices that exist so that everybody will have

9 an answer to every question and if not, you~ll
10 have a source and a place to go. Still, though,
11 we have concerns about the Firefighter Relief Act
12 distributions and that"s what 1 wish to cover

13 today.

14 I want to talk about where the Act i1s and
15 how 1t got to be here. Some questions that have
16 been raised, the proposal that we actually have

17 before you, and then 1 want to show you examples
18 based on last year®s distribution to see why It is
19 that we bring these i1ssues forth. But | want to
20 tell you before 1 begin that nothing that 1 say to
21 you is something that I really want to discuss,
22 because the reality is | did not get up one
23 morning and say, '"Gosh, I wish 1 could get myself
24 on the top concern list of every firefighter in
25 the state. 1 wish I could do something to totally
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1 disrupt an equitable and reasonable program. |

2 wish I could endanger the FRA distributions for

3 everybody i1n the state.” 1 did not approach any
4 of that with that idea. Merely, we are

5 Iinvestigating what exists currently, so In order

6 to do that, let me tell you how we got to this

7 point.

8 In 1984 the law was changed to exclude

9 Insurance companies from bringing forth the
10 evaluations as to how the distribution was set
11 forth and, rather, i1t was charged to the county
12 clerks to do so. Currently, your county clerks

13 will provide us with information when you

14 re-determine. That gives your valuations,

15 property valuations and populations for the

16 purpose of redistributing. However, during the

17 1984 legislative session, 1t was determined that
18 iIT we did 1t solely on population and valuation

19 there would be some firefighter organizations that
20 would lose monies that they already had committed,
21 and so 1t was determined that we would run those
22 through the 1983 i1ssues to get the level of
23 proportional representation that the fTirefighter
24 relief associations had at the time, and that
25 decision 1s what is coming to us and that decision
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1 IS what 1s i1nequitable because whatever the
2 Insurance companies had given you In 1983, that is
3 the level proportionately at which you remain, and
4 when we feed those statistics in, when you
5 re-determine, 1t"s a crap shoot. It"s such a crap
6 shoot that it is non-linear. What am I talking
7 about when 1 talk about non-linear? A linear
8 progress iIs one, two, three, four, five, six. The
9 linear progression is where the distance between
10 two and three is equal to the distance between
11 five and six. Knowing these things, | should have
12 done much better at poker, but in this particular
13 situation there 1s no linear progression. You
14 could advance 10 percent in your valuation and
15 population and not advance 10 percent or even
16 remotely close to i1t when you®"re re-determined.
17 You can advance two percent. You could advance
18 300 percent. It depends on the proportion that
19 you had 1n "83 and i1f you weren*t a part of
20 participating FRAs 1n "83, then you are fed In at
21 a level that reached the nearest FRA at that time.
22 So you go back to "83 and see where you might have
23 been. That i1s also a crap shoot. The problem is
24 that 1 cannot Tix i1t by rule and reg, because
25 going back to the "83 levels i1s In the statute and
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1 I am charged to obey the statute. | would love to
2 be able to fix it. 1 would love to be able to

3  just repeal out the "83 levels, but I"ve got to go
4 back to them. The rest of the calculation, based
5 upon population and upon the property valuation

6 that you are protecting, actually works. If we

7 could not go back to the normaling year of "83,

8 the system would work equitably, at least as far

9 as population and evaluation would take us. There
10 may be other issues involved there, but they are
11 not issues within the current law and may not and
12 should not be issues within the discussion. It is
13 going back to the original "84 data that creates
14 the flaw. The data iIncreases every time the flaws
15 and the skew Increase. Every time that we

16 reevaluate, because we"re taking people that are
17 active i1n the formula and bringing them back to

18 83 and moving them forward every time, and the

19 equities within the situation become further and
20 further skewed as we go along. We now estimate
21 that we have firefighter relief associations
22 within this state that are over 600 percent out of
23 balance, some to the positive, some to the
24 negative, and yet we are attempting to comply with
25 the law. We also realize that some of the work
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1 that we have done in the past has put exempt
2 properties into the valuation that should not be
3 there, and so one of the things that we have done
4 In order to get a true picture of where we are 1is
5 we have asked every county clerk, all 105 of them
6 in the State of Kansas, to submit information as
7 1T all of you are re-determining at one time and
8 also supply us with the figures for exempt
9 property within your counties. Those two
10 combinations will tell us exactly where we should
11 be, where we could be, and we can compare and come
12 up with the winners and losers accordingly. We
13 will also be able to determine whether you have
14 within your organization, within your FRA, exempt
15 property that"s currently being decided and we
16 will contact you individually if we find that to
17 be so. I don®"t know yet what we"re going to be
18 doing about 1t, but 1 know that that i1s something
19 that we can do without a change i1n the law, and so
20 we" 1l be proceeding forward. 1°"m not going to
21 hurt anybody 1f we can avoid i1t. |If there is
22 something i1nappropriate there, we"ll discuss what
23 we can do together, but the reality i1s what
24 happens to one firefighter organization affects
25 everybody else because we distribute the entirety
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1 of what i1s given to us each year and so i1If you add
2 to one you are necessarily subtracting from the
3 other. The solution is in the legislature, but
4 the question that has been asked most often is if
5 we go into the Act at all, will they take what we
6 have now? Maybe an equitable situation iIs better
7 than no situation at all. Kansas historically
8 right now has a budget deficit that we have never
9 seen the likes of before and may never see again.

10 Is this a prudent time? The answer is two-fold.

11 One, do not underestimate your legislators and I

12 often -- having been one, 1 often tell you that

13 working with emotionally disturbed adolescents as

14 a teacher, which I did, and serving in the

15 legislature is the same thing. 1 still believe

16 that to be true. 1 also know that there are

17 examples and all of you can quote me examples of

18 legislators that are not listening to you and some

19 of them, quite frankly, are dumb as rocks, but for

20 the most part they are intelligent people and they

21 are all leaders within their community. If we

22 believe that the reason that we have not had the

23 formula attacked now and the monies grabbed for us

24 up to this point is because they are unaware that

25 we are distributing nine million dollars, you“"re
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1 living in a fantasy world. They know about it.
2 I1"ve already been called to one subcommittee this
3 year and asked about i1t and I"ve had contacts
4 within the last week from two different members,
5 one of the House Appropriations Committee and one
6 Iin the Senate Appropriations Committee iIn regards
7 to 1t and consistently and persistently we say
8 this 1s the right thing to do, leave i1t alone and
9 they have, and I believe they will continue to do
10 so, and there are two factors that weigh most
11 importantly into that. Number one, this i1s not a
12 tax, it 1s a distribution of a tax on lightning
13 and property insurance and 1t we remove the money
14 it would not necessarily go to the state general
15 fund, the tax itself would disappear so,
16 therefore, i1t is unlikely that they®re going to
17 try to sweep i1t or move it at any point In time.
18 It would do them no good.
19 The second thing you have to realize 1is
20 that the Department of Insurance in and of itself
21 in the collections that we make in other areas is
22 the third largest contributor to the state general
23 fund. We also are running In our own budget a
24 surplus due to the licensing procedure that we
25 have and we have already, during this cycle, been
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1 swept of over ten million dollars, and we will
2 continue to allow them to sweep us. It 1s
3 unlikely that the legislature would dip into the
4 money that goes to you, but more to the point, if
5 we go to the budget of 2010 and we try to correct
6 the act there and we make it equitable and attempt
7 to offer i1t, we are doing so to a point and
8 decidedly so in an election year for the House of
9 Representatives. It i1s unlikely that any
10 representative would vote to remove your funds
11 knowing that he would face you In November.
12 How bad is the present skew? It"s so bad
13 I can"t bring the slide up. 1 told you it"s close
14 to 600 percent in some areas, but I"m going to
15 show you how i1t actually works out. What are we
16 actually proposing? What are we asking you to do
17 here? We think we need to open the Act, but I
18 cannot and will not in good conscience ask you to
19 vote at this meeting In April to do so. It"s
20 foolhardy. | don"t have the data, for one thing,
21 to know how bad 1t is. |1 can"t tell you who the
22 winners and losers are and 1 will not and can not
23 ask you to risk changing the Act i1f you don"t know
24 how 1t"s going to change and affect your family
25 and the firefighters that you serve. That"s
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1 silly. We would like to hold harmless all FRAs
2 and we believe that we are able to do so because
3 we see a rise -- last year in Kansas was a record
4 for property casualty losses due to weather and we
5 are seeing a rise of double digits in the amount
6 of property insurance and lightning insurance by
7 our lightning insurance and so we believe that the
8 raise in the future FRA distributions could be as
9 much as 10 percent or nearing a million extra
10 dollars into the pool, and that could go a long
11 way towards holding everybody harmless i1t we
12 brought a more equitable system.
13 What we"re asking you to do at this
14 meeting iIs to do one of two things, either empower
15 your board to make the choice in November and
16 December. If we go into the Act, it we find that
17 that is the right solution or agree yourselves to
18 meet 1n November and December. | must have said
19 something wrong because now I won"t be able to
20 show you. Those are the two things that we are
21 asking you to do. |If we don"t -- did I turn It
22 off up here? When I was teaching school this was
23 called recess.
24 I*m going to continue on. What are the
25 possible 1mpacts if we don"t go into the formula?
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1 Inequities in distribution will ultimately and are
2 currently pitting firefighter against firefighter.
3 We know and we are aware that some people are

4 getting more and some people are getting less than
5 was anticipated under the formula.

6 One of the arguments that we have heard

7 against opening it up i1s ultimately there"ll be

8 arguments about what is fair and that would pit

9 Tirefighter against firefighter. 1In my mind that
10 kind of open discussion is better than the
11 firefighter versus firefighter we have today, when
12 a hearing officer decides what is fair and where a
13 standardly skewed formula i1s pitting those who

14 would act upon 1t against those who are not acting
15 upon 1It.

16 The second thing that could happen i1s the
17 disproportionate distribution could be used as

18 evidence In the re-determination process. | am

19 the hearing officer, 1 have to admit that kind of
20 evidence. Whether or not that affects future
21 re-determination, 1 cannot say, | won"t say,
22 because 1 haven®"t heard all of the evidence, but
23 the evidence is certainly admissible and, finally,
24 an individual or an FRA could challenge In court
25 the distribution that we have. |1 am of the
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1 belief, particularly with some of the
2 inappropriate numbers that we have within the
3 formula, that such a challenge could invalidate
4 the act and would put us back in the legislature
5 anyway and under the most unfavorable
6 circumstances for protecting the money.
7 Now, what 1 really wanted to do at this
8 point and cannot do is I wanted to show you how a
9 re-determination affects us based on this formula,
10 so 1"m going to read off the slides and I have
11 them 1f you want to look at them.
12 What we did is we took the real
13 evaluations last year, the 84 re-determinations,
14 and we, rather than use the actual
15 re-determination numbers, we added 10 percent to
16 the population and 10 percent to the evaluation,
17 so that everybody that re-determined last year
18 would be re-determining at the exact same level
19 and one would hope 1f you had an equitable
20 distribution that what you would be re-determining
21 would be somewhere around 10 percent increase iIn
22 the funds you receive. So we then took these
23 Increases, re-determined them, took them through
24 the "83 goals and this i1s what we came up with:
25 Hackberry, 455, would have increased not 10
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1 percent, but 63 percent; Butler County 546,

2 increase of not 10 percent, but 60 percent; Eudora
3 Township 670, an iIncrease of not 10 percent, but

4 30 percent; Herington, 238, an increase of not 10
5 percent, but 50 percent; Lucas, 782, an Increase

6 of not 10 percent, but of 33 percent; Kickapoo,

7 579, an increase of not 10 percent, but 538

8 percent; McPherson County, 680, an increase of not
9 10 percent, but of 41 percent; Mitchell County 3,
10 723, an increase of not 10 percent, but 43

11 percent; Olathe, 357, an increase of 23 percent;
12 Towanda, 424, a 205 percent increase; McPherson

13 County 5, 72 percent; Ottawa 4, 786, 120 percent;
14 Marshall County 7, 681, not 10 percent, seven

15 percent.

16 That®"s 1T everybody In the last

17 percentage was normal and that®"s what going to the
18 same 10 percent figures and what going back to the
19 83 evaluations does. It i1s 1mpossible for me to
20 look at a situation like that and realize that
21 every fTirefighter is being treated fairly.
22 They"re not and to each one of those that got that
23 significant iIncrease because of where they were on
24 the 83 chart, the money was being directly taken
25 out of the revenues that would be received by
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1 associations that have not been re-determined.

2 What 1 want to do now is tell you -- feed
3 Iin the actual re-distribution figures that took

4 place last year, realizing that the iIncreases

5 weren"t 10 percent and the population iIncreases

6 weren"t necessarily 10 percent: Bartlett

7 Hackberry, 121 percent increase; Butler County,

8 119 percent; Eudora, 218 percent; Herington, 34

9 percent; Lucas, 60 percent; Kickapoo, 383 percent;
10 McPherson County 9, 260 percent; McPherson 8, 29
11 percent; Mitchell County 3, 36 percent; Olathe, 29
12 percent; Towanda, 88 percent; McPherson 5, 37

13 percent; Ottawa, 33; and Marshall, 195 percent.

14 I would give anything not to be here

15 today, but 1 pledge to you the following: |

16 pledge to you from myself and from my boss, Sandy
17 Praeger, an elected commissioner, we will

18 continue, irrespectful of your decision, to

19 attempt to streamline the distribution of these
20 funds to you as equitably as the law allows. We
21 will continue to keep you informed through your
22 executive committee with every piece of
23 information that we possess as we get 1t. We hope
24 that you decide to walk with us and take a serious
25 look and enable us to look at solving these
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1 problems, but even i1If you don"t, we will still be
2 with you.

3 I pledge to you one other thing. 1 truly
4 believe that if we walk into the legislature with
5 a plan and you are united, that we can get

6 legislation through the legislature and resolve

7 these i1ssues at least for a generation and you

8 will have every bit of my expertise iIn attempting
9 to do so and I promise you I"m a whole lot better
10 at getting legislation through the legislature

11 than I am at playing you in poker.

12 Thank you, Mr. Lubbers.

13 (Applause.)

14 JIM LUBBERS: Thank you, Mr.

15 Thomason.

16 Dan, are you ready?

17 At this time we"ll have the State Fire
18 Marshal, Dan McLaughlin.

19 DAN McLAUGHLIN: Good afternoon. |
20 don®"t know 1f Jim realizes what he did when he
21 gave Roy Reed a name badge, but he really

22 empowered him because the first thing he did was
23 come up to me and point to the name badge and ask
24 me if I had seen 1t and then he told me use the
25 KISS system iIn your speech, and he said i1f you
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1 don®"t know what that means, keep it short, stupid.
2 So, Roy, I"m going to try to cut this

3 short because of getting close to lunch for

4 everybody. 1711 try to skim through and give you
5 an update on the office and keep i1t as short as |
6 can.

7 This past year has been a really busy one
8 for us. We"ve added, as Attorney General Steve

9 Six mentioned, the Safe Cigarette Program and we
10 worked, you know, coordinating with them and the
11 Department of Revenue, Joan Wagnon. They supplied
12 a lot of help and helped us get the legislation

13 through, especially the attorney general®s office,
14 and we appreciate that.

15 Also, our new Ffireworks regulations are
16 in place and with the recent history of disasters,
17 KDEM, the Kansas Department of Emergency

18 Management, has asked our office to coordinate the
19 emergency support function No. 9, the urban search
20 and rescue, and Karl McNorton from our office has
21 put In a tremendous amount of time trying to get
22 that all put together and working on it. So iIt"s
23 an honor, but i1t"s also a task, a big task that
24 we"ve taken on.
25 We continue to investigate fires and
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1 explosions as requested, so don"t hesitate to give
2 us a call if you want our help.

3 The Fire Prevention Division has been

4 struggling with the economic environment that

5 we"re In currently. [If you haven®t been to our

6 office lately, we just renegotiated a lease with

7 the management company and in that we negotiated

8 to get the offices remodeled and updated and more
9 offices built, so if you"re ever up that way,
10 we"re proud that we"re starting to make i1t look a
11 little better. Please stop 1In and take a look and
12 see us.

13 As we"re all aware, the state economy has
14 left our agency with a lot of shortfalls. Ours

15 began about four or five years ago when the

16 legislature split the iInsurance premiums three

17 ways Into three different agencies, Kansas

18 Emergency Medical Services, K.U. Fire Service

19 Training, Glenn Pribbenow who was just here, and
20 our office, and so that"s kind of when i1t started
21 and at that time we pointed out that 1t was going
22 to be an i1ssue and then, subsequently, within a
23 year, the legislative post audit did an audit of
24 our agency, a complete audit, and In their audit
25 they noted that 1t was going to be an issue and
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1 then the last two budget sessions we®"ve had we"ve
2 brought 1t up and pointed out that i1t"s an issue.
3 Our agency today i1s In the process of borrowing

4 $250,000 from the Division of Budget just to get
5 us through to the end of June. We actually need
6 $350,000, we believe, but they offered to loan us
7 $250,000 and we have to pay that back within the
8 same year, and so our agency, you know,

9 financially i1s struggling just to make our pay
10 status. And i1f it gets low enough we will have to
11 borrow money out of our Hazardous Response Fund
12 money. We"ve requested some changes. We"ve

13 requested that the fee that they take out of --
14 the fee fund money for the state general fund to,
15 you know, take care of the capital and different
16 areas, that they split that evenly. Up to this
17 point they"ve taken it all out of our money after
18 the split was made, so we"re asking them to take
19 that money off the top before they make the split,
20 which would give us a little bit of extra money.
21 We talked about the fire safe cigarettes. That
22 goes Into effect July 1lst of this year and we"re
23 already receiving applications and certifications.
24 We"re working closely with the attorney general.
25 The cigarette distributors have a year from this
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1 July to get rid of all their old stock and get the
2 fire safe cigarettes up on the shelf. If they
3 haven®t used them up by that time, they are to
4 remove them from the retail shelves and the
5 Department of Revenue, as | mentioned, i1s also
6 working with us. They"re going to do some of the
7 Inspections because they"re there anyway and i1f
8 they find any violations there are significant
9 fines attached to them in this legislation.

10 To date the HAZMAT division, regional

11 response team have responded to 117 incidents.

12 This is an average of at least one per month with

13 an average of about $3,000 per run. The past year

14 we"ve acquired a new vehicle to tow the big large

15 training trailer that we have and also from the

16 EPA they gave us a trailer that contained

17 container booms and components and 95 gallons of a

18 Triple F foam. We"ve revised the HAZMAT tech

19 course to meet the NFDA 472 standard and plan for

20 one full tech course In 2010 as well as several

21 refresher classes.

22 Over to the Prevention Division, they are

23 currently winding down on the school Inspections

24 and they"ve been shorthanded as well because of

25 the budget. We"ve been not filling four to six

PRO-DEPO COURT REPORTING, INC.
(316) 269-3376 www.pro-depo.com 1-877-933-3376



Page 76

1 positions for over about a year and-a-half or so,
2 so they